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Article I. Name
The name of this organization shall be “The Rice Animal Welfare Society.”
Article II. Mission Statement

As members of the Rice community, we believe that by working together we can fulfill our overall objective of addressing issues having to do with animal welfare by raising awareness and being a direct voice in bringing about change in the plight of animals in the Houston area and around the world. We will fulfill our goals by sponsoring various educational programs, by partnering with organizations in the Animal welfare community, and by engaging the Rice, Houston, national, and international community in a conversation about issues having to do with the welfare of animals.
Article III. Purpose
The purpose of this organization shall be:
1. to foster a general awareness throughout the Rice community and the overall Houston community on the plight of various species of animals by starting a conversation about animal welfare issues;

2. to engage the Rice, Houston, national, and international community on issues having to do with animal welfare;

3. to provide opportunities for Rice students to address problems of animal welfare;
4. to make partnerships with various organizations in the Houston animal welfare community to further expand opportunities for students to become involved and to further enlighten the Rice community on animal welfare issues;
5. to academically study the various animal species by working with the Rice academic community in order to be able to better understand the animals, their environment, and threats to their welfare; and
6. to be a unifying voice on campus for those who are concerned about the welfare of animals in order to be a stronger advocate in the Houston community, the national community, and the international community for the better treatment and protection of animals.
Article IV. Primacy of the Graduate Student Association
This organization will recognize the primacy of the Graduate Student Association Council and ultimately the Graduate Student Association. 
This organization will follow the Graduate Student Association Constitution and By-Laws and any associated rules and regulations.

This constitution is subordinate to the Graduate Student Association Constitution and By-Laws.
Article V. Members

There shall be three classes of members: student members, community members, and honorary members. To become a member, a signed member information form must be submitted to the Secretary and dues must be paid to the Treasurer.
1. All current students of Rice University shall be eligible for student membership.

2. All others shall be eligible for community membership.

3. By a majority vote, honorary memberships may be granted. Honorary members shall have none of the obligations of membership, but shall be entitled to all the privileges of membership except of voting, of making motions, and of holding office.

Article VI. Dues

All members must pay the annual dues on or before November 1 of each year. A member who has not paid due by December 1 shall be automatically dropped from membership in this organization. The annual dues shall be set at a regular meeting no earlier than September 1 and no later than October 1.

New members shall pay pro-rated dues based on the number of whole months remaining until dues are next due.
The dues for student members and community members may be different.

Article VII. Officers

The officers of this organization shall be a President, a Vice-President, a Treasurer, and a Secretary. The officers shall perform the duties listed in this constitution and in the parliamentary manual adopted by this organization.
Officers shall be elected from the student members. Officers shall serve until a replacement is elected. Elections shall be held at a regular meeting at least once per year, in April.

No member may hold more than one office at a time. No member may be elected to the same office more than twice in a row.
Article VIII. Duties of the Officers

1. The President shall:

a) oversee all the meetings and activities of this organization;

b) chair all meetings of the membership and of the Executive Committee; and

c) ensure that, at all times, this organization is abiding by the rules and regulations of the Graduate Student Association.

2. The Vice-President shall:

a) assist the President in the execution of his or her duties;

b) be in charge of programming; and
c) submit all required forms to the Graduate Student Association Council and the Office of Student Activities whenever they are required.

3. The Treasurer shall:

a) maintain a correct balance of this organization’s funds;

b) manage this organization’s funds;

c) present a budget to the membership no later than November 1;

d) accept payment of dues from members and update the membership list to reflect said payment; and

e) make available, when requested, a current breakdown of the organization’s income and expenses.

4. The Secretary shall:

a) take minutes at all meetings of the membership and of the Executive Committee;

b) distribute said minutes to the membership or the officers;
c) maintain the membership list, any mailing lists, and the organization web site;

d) accept membership information forms from new members; and

e) manage the correspondence of this organization.

Article IX. Meetings

Regular meetings of this organization shall be held at a time and place that is convenient for the membership. The membership may, at its discretion, change the time or place of meeting. Regular meetings shall be held at least monthly. A reminder shall be given between 24 and 48 hours in advance of each regular meeting.
Special meetings may be called by the President or the Executive Committee. Special meetings shall be called by the written petition of at least 10 members. The purpose of the meeting shall be stated in the call. At least 48 hours notice must be given for special meetings.
15% of the student members shall constitute a quorum.

The rules regarding electronic communication in the parliamentary authority shall be followed, unless this organization acts to make special exemptions.

The members of the Executive Committee are expected to attend all meetings.

Article X. The Executive Committee

The officers shall constitute the Executive Committee.

The Executive Committee shall have general supervision of the affairs of this organization between its regular meetings, make recommendations to the membership, and perform other duties listed in this constitution, The Executive Committee shall be subject to the orders of this organization, and none of its acts shall conflict with action taken by this organization. As such, the Executive Committee shall be authorized to spend this organization’s funds.
The Executive Committee shall select its own time and place of meeting. At the call of the President or of two other officers, a special meeting may be called.

Article XI. The Faculty/Staff Sponsor

The Faculty/Staff sponsor shall be selected at a regular meeting. The Faculty/Staff Sponsor shall serve until a replacement is selected. The Faculty/Staff sponsor must be a faculty or staff member of Rice University.

Article XII. Parliamentary Authority
The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rule of Order Newly Revised shall govern this organization in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with this constitution and any special rules of order this organization may adopt.

Article XIII. Titles and Section Headings

The article and section headings contained in this constitution shall not be deemed to govern, limit, modify, or in any manner affect the scope, meaning, or intent of the provisions of this constitution.
Article XIV. Constitutional Amendments
Proposed amendments to this constitution should be reviewed by the Graduate Student Association Vice President of Internal Affairs. Amendments to the organization's constitution can only be adopted by a 3/4 vote with prior notice having been given at the previous meeting. Before going into effect, the amendment must be approved by the Graduate Student Association Vice President of Internal Affairs and ratified by the Graduate Student Association Council. The Date of Last Revision on the title page of this constitution shall be updated to reflect the date of the Senate’s ratification.
